98 seven Chatt
Tech were 98.7% of our students earn a career. On this episode, we'll explore Chattahoochee Tech's par
alegal program. We'll be talking with one of the instructors and students about the program and leave o
ut the law and order jokes or references.
My name is Amy Ray Davis, and I am the lead instructor for the Paralegal Studies Program at Chattahooc
hee Tech. I call myself the accidental paralegal. I came into the legal field because my father was getting
divorced and he had a friend who was an attorney, and he needed someone to basically pick up where h
is paralegal was not going to be able to. She was out on maternity leave, and I ended up doing all the typ
ing and I kind of fell in love with the industry. And I continued working as a paralegal up until I decided t
o go to law school and got out of law school and then decided, you know what, I want to teach.
So what exactly is a paralegal?
So apparently go is someone who the lies between the legal secretary and the attorney. I can give you li
ke the technical stuff, which is where they're going to do like all the documentation and whatnot. But in
reality, they're kind of like the backbone to any kind of case. They are the ones that are going to be putti
ng together all of the research and they're going to be forward facing to the clients and they're going to
be preparing all the documents and stuff like that. And I always tell them, I said basically, you know, you
guys are the ones who are putting together what the attorneys are going to go into court and argue.
Why did you get into the program?
Criminal justice itself is something I've always been interested in. And I had originally started and crimin
al justice to go for forensic psychology. And then when I found out that Chattahoochee was doing the pa
ralegal program, I had already been looking into it for quite some time at this point.
My name is Regina LaBelle, and I'm a staff member at Chattahoochee Technical College, and I've been th
ere for 15 years now. I am now enrolling in a new program, paralegal studies. Well, actually, I'm enrollin
g in this paralegal studies program is for something that I've always wanted to do in law. And I know I di
dn't want to be an officer. So I thought there's other avenues of being in the law field. So I thought paral
egal would be something that I would be. I like research, so that's something that I would like to do.
So, we have two different avenues for them to take, and it's either going to be the diploma program or it
's going to be the associates program. Now, the first three semesters of the diploma program is going to
directly mirror what's in the associates program. Just the associates will go a little further in the first thre
e semesters. We're going to cover things like criminal law and criminal procedure, which is usually one o
f the favorites of people. We're going to cover the introduction to paralegal studies and particularly the
ethics that they have to follow. There's a lot of things that you have to make sure that you pay attention
to, like not getting into unauthorized practice of law and things like that. They probably will never even
begin to guess how many times people are going to come to them and say, I have this problem. You kno
w, can you tell me what this is? And it's going to be their family or their friends. And then you've got clie
nts who are still going to come and go, okay, but what's the outcome that I can expect or what's next? A
nd all of those things. They have to learn how to say no, you know, and how to to bridge those gaps. In t
erms of other classes, we're going to do torts, which is like your personal injury, defamation, you know, t
hings like that, battery trespass to your land. We're going to do contracts. The one thing that I will say, c
ontracts almost made me drop out of law school. It was so hard, but it was because it's taught in a very

different way. And I didn't realize it until the very end because people kept saying, No, just stick it out, it'
s going to click and it did click. But the one thing I took away from that is that is hands down, like the mo
st important class, I think, out of all of them, because contracts rule our lives.
What makes this program different.
Difference with that is also if they also don't want to take that long time, but also as well, you know, if y
ou do decide to go to law school, even as you just told practice, actually what I learned as just the law sc
hool portion itself is three years. But if you start with the paralegal program and the way they've shaped
it, not all of them, but the majority of your classes, especially once they get the accreditation, are transf
erable to law schools. There is one I was looking at most schools if you can justify like this class I took tak
es everything and has already taught everything that's on this person's syllabus. And you still have your s
yllabus from this class here. Most schools will do that.
Chattahoochee is a great college. We have a lot of great professors, have great instructors who invest in
the students that come. In their classrooms. I believe we're one of the if not the biggest technical college
in the state of Georgia. I like that the instructors invest in their students and help them to make great ca
reer choices.
What is going to, I think, make us different is the fact that I'm bringing into it a whole lot of research. I b
egan in 2017. I started a paralegal students group on Facebook because I noticed that in some of the par
alegal groups that I was in, a lot of people were getting frustrated with students coming in, going, I don't
quite understand this. Can you help me with this? Because it was a place that, you know, the working p
aralegals were going to, you know, vent about their daily jobs or get advice about what kind of place the
y can look for for a document, things like that. But these students needed a place to be able to go as wel
l. And so I created that. And it's now up to like 8500 students. And it's one of those things that it allowed
me to kind of research what schools are doing right, what schools are doing wrong and allowed me to s
ee, like what kind of assignments they were doing, all kinds of things. So I got to bring into this the persp
ective of what actually is going to translate better into the actual field. It also allowed me to create a lot
of interesting contacts for paralegals as well. So one of the things that we'll also be doing is we'll be offer
ing at some point we're going to put together some webinars on different topics, things like, you know,
maybe how to even freelance and do things like that if they wanted to do things on their own, because t
here are opportunities that you can do outside of just the traditional law practice. They don't have to jus
t stick with that. They can work for the courts. They can work for corporations that have, you know, inhouse counsel. There's all kinds of opportunities for them to be able to be a paralegal and in not be just
strictly in a law firm, but we'll be able to bring them like webinars and stuff like that with demonstration
s from like law office management programs and stuff like that. I've already contacted them to make sur
e that, you know, they'll be able to come in and teach them a little something. Because that way when o
ur students go out into the field, I want them to be able to say that they've had some exposure. I don't w
ant them to be going out there just completely blank, like, okay, I've gotten my degree and that's it.
What I've learned so far is from our teacher, Miss Amy Davis is a paralegal, basically can do everything a
lawyer does and has a full understanding of the law. The only thing they can't do is actually represent.
And court as looking at the curriculum. As far as the quality of the program, I believe that's going to be a
great program. Not many of the core classes, but a lot of the paralegal classes that each student will hav

e to take in order to get their diploma or their associate degree. The instructor that's coming in, I believe
she's she's new, but she seems very eager and ready to go.
Who would make a good candidate for this program?
Really and truly someone who is detail oriented. But a lot of times I've also found that they don't necess
arily know that they're detail oriented in the right ways yet, and it's kind of like shaping us. They just hav
e to be willing to learn and go down a list because a lot of the stuff that we do is list based. When you do
like intake, you have specific things that you have to ask and you have specific documents that have to
be filed. And a lot of lawyers that I've worked with over the years, like they have these checklists and stu
ff. So they just have to be willing to pay attention to what it is that they're doing. Depending on the area
of law, they might need a real, true element of compassion. I mean, like, if you're in like real estate law
where you're just doing closings and stuff like that, it's very different than if you are working in, say, juve
nile law, where your child is in foster care or you're in, you know, family law, where you have parents w
ho are arguing over their children, things like that, or you're in criminal law and you have somebody who
se life is on the line. You have to be willing to understand where that person is. You also have to be willi
ng to kind of put aside the things that might bother you, because morally, our compasses don't always li
ne up with our legal compasses, but we still have to do our parts and be able to be there for the clients.
And since we are forward facing that element of compassion and understanding is absolutely necessary.
Being a good listener to.
Specifically that, I want to do I want to learn more about how to do wills, power of attorneys and one de
tail that goes into that and when people go to court for doing. I want to learn a lot more about that.
What would you tell potential incoming students?
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I would tell students that Chattahoochee Tech is a great place to learn that this program will give them t
he opportunity to look at things on a different perspective as far as the law is concerned, and to help the
m maybe in life to move forward. It's going to teach you your writing skills. It's going to teach you more
of your communication skills. So it be a great program, especially for a person that's maybe shy a little bi
t. It will probably bring them out of their shell just a little bit because they're going to have to present ce
rtain documents that is going to be needed.
Because I feel like it is like a lot of information just coming at you all at once. So once you get yourself or
ganized and you get yourself like on a set schedule, it is more manageable because overall it's just it's go
ing to be a lot of information up there is pretty amazing and anything you might need help on. She's alw
ays there. She'll break stuff down to make sure you understand it.
You're not the typical student, but do you have any advice for the younger students?
I would say to a student that's coming right out of high school, I believe that students should probably g
o to either a tech school or a junior college because you want to get acclimated into the college. The inst
itution is different from being in high school because in college no one is going to really become check o
ut for you as far as if you want to come to school, you come to school. If you don't want to come to scho
ol, you stay at home or you do whatever you want to do. But just know that your grade is going to reflec

t what you've done in class. So your grade is your pay. As far as you know, you're going out and getting a
job and you want to get your wages when your grade is your wages.
So here's the important question that I think everybody out there wants to know what do paralegals ma
ke?
So, Robert, half is a major staffing agency for the legal industry and they are the ones who put out a lega
l guide for in regards to salaries and whatnot. And the average salary is anywhere from 31,000 all the wa
y up to $89,000, with the average being around 53, 54,000. A lot of that's going to also depend on where
you're working. Are you working in a smaller office? Are you working in public interest? Because if you'r
e working in public interest stuff, you're going to be, you know, working with lower budgets. A lot of tim
es nonprofits are the public interest entities and they don't always have a lot of money for lawyers, let al
one paralegals. But it's one of those things that's kind of a passion project that people, you know, they ju
st feel compelled to do that work. And I commend them for that. They do actually really amazing things.
You also have to factor in a lot of other things, too, like you have depending on where you work. It's like
any other job where you're going to have perks that are involved. Some bigger firms are going to have a
lot more perks with more vacation or more for one K. That's one of the things that I've been kind of looki
ng at as well in terms of like what jobs the students that have been in my groups have been getting and I
have noticed that it does run the gamut of getting just paid to I'm getting paid with medical or with a w
eek's vacation or whatever too. So those perks, I think, always definitely factor in and make your your pa
y a little bit better.
For more information about the paralegal program at Chattahoochee Tech, visit Chattahoochee text edu
. Thanks for listening to 98 seven Chattahoochee tech for 98.7% of our students earn a career.

